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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #22, 4-4-0, in a classic pose taken at Reno in 
1911 by S. G. Palmer at the head of a passenzer local, 











CREDITS Through the efforts of R. C. Brandt we herewith present 
——— some photographs taken in the early 1960's by S. G. Palmer 

of Reno, Nevada, who was indeed a pioneer in the railfan photography 
field. He is relatively unknown to most of us though some of his 
pictures have been published, without credit, in railroad publications 
including our own, In this small way may we honor him and present 

this collection of historic views of Nevada's now abandoned short lines. 


REFERENCES For Nevaa-California-Oregon material see Issue 188 of 
= The Western Railroader. For material on the Virginia 
& Truckee see Railway & Locomotive Historical Bulletin No, 45 also 
Bonanza Railroads by Gilbert Kneiss and Virginia & Truckee by Beebe 
and Clegg (Bonanza Railroads and Virginia & Truckee are still avail- 
able from Stanford University Press). 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #22, 4-4-0, action shot at the head of a pass- 
enger train about 1910 near Reno. S. G, Palmer photo, 





VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE 4-4-0, believed to be the #17, on the sidetrack 


near Washoe about 1910 with a big tender full of cord wood. Another 
S. G. Palmer photo. 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE 4-4-0's doubleheading a freight train over the 
Truckee River in Reno headed by engine #17 about 1910. S. G. Palmer 


photo. 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #4, "Virginia", 2-6-0, posed on the right of way 
near Carson City From the collection of S. G. Palmer 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #17, 4-4-0, on a freight train headed out of Reno 
about 1910 with the V&T Reno Enginehouse on the right. S. G. Palmer 


photo. 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #22, 4-4-0, at Bowers Mansion in 1910 at the 
head end of a passenger train. S. G. Palmer photo 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #25, 4-6-0, with a passenger train just outside 
Reno about 1910. - S. G. Palmer photo. 


, ig! back 
VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #17, 4-4-0, halted along the right of way 
in the woodburning days about 1910. S. &. Palmer photo. 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #25, 4-6-0, at speed near Reno about 1910 at the 
head end of a passenger train. S. G. Palmer photo 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE #25, 4-6-0, at the joint Southern Pacific-Virginia 
& Truckee depot at Reno, Nevada, in 1909 ready to head-out with a 
passenger train, S. G. Palmer photo 
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NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON depot in Reno, Nevada, in 1909, A N-C-O. 
narrow gauge freight is just pulling out on the right. On the left 
can be seen the Southern Pacific tracks and the joint S.P.-V.& T. 
depot. S. G. Palmer photo 





VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE mixed train near Carson City about 1910 in some 
rather typical Nevada territory. S. G. Palmer photo 
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NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON narrow gauge mixed train headed by engine 
#6, 4-6-0, just north of Reno in 1907. S. G. Palmer photo. 





NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON engine #1, 4-4-0, at the head of a freight 
train in Reno yards about 1910. S. G. Palmer photo, 
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SIERRA VALLEY engine #20, 2-6-0, in the Nevada-California-Oregon 
yards at Reno in 1905, This is one of the three Porter engines 
of the Sierra Valley hfiter the N-C-O renumbering and some rebuild- 
ing. - S. G. Palmer photo 





NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON #5, 4-6-0, at Reno about 1910. S. G. Palmer 
photo. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC engines #2038 and #2050, both 4-6-0's, double- 
heading on the VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE at the side track near Washoe 
about 1910. S. G. Palmer photo, 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC #1289, 4-4-0, at Mound House station in 1909 at 
the head of a standard guage passenger train shortly after the 
Carson & Colorado line had been broad guaged. S. G. Palmer photo. 
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NEVADA TRANSIT COMPANY #2 on the first day of operation of street 
car service in the City of Reno in 1904. S. G. Palmer photo 
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VERDI LUMBER COMPANY shay type locomotive #20 just finishing a water 
stop. ~ S. G. Palmer photo 
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S-P. Pocket Streamliner 





The S.P. has placed its Budd car back in service between Sacramento 
and Oakland Pier on the schedules of trains #226 and #241. The car 
leaves Oakland Pier at 12:45 p.m. and arrives at Sacramento at 2:45 
PoMoo Returning it leaves Sacramento at 7:25 p.m, and arrives at 
Oakland Pier at 9:40 p.m.. Between Sacramento and Davis westbound 
the car tows two head end cars for transfer to train 19 for Portland. 
This is not recommended by Budd, but S.P. believes it is "all down- 
grade" between Sacramento and Davis. 





| THE END OF STEAM | The S.P. quietly put its steam engines into 
storage on January 22nd when all operations 
became diesel operated including the Peninsula commute service. The 
last steam engine in operation was 4430, 4-8-4, on train #146 from 
San Francisco to San Jose on January 22nd. Taking over on the 
commute service were ten Trainmasters, five A and B freight units, 
six Geeps, two EMD road diesels and two Alco units. 

There are still 209 steam engines on the roster out of service, 
and most of them will probably see service again this coming summer 
and a goodly number the following summer. 





THE NEW DOUBLE DECKERS The 21 new commute cars on order are set 

to arrive in April, May and June to take 
over most,if not all, off-peak runs including all-day Saturday and 
Sunday. A new fare increase is in prospect due to higher costs of 
labor and materials, but the cars are expected to ease the "pain". 

THE ONLY STEAM ENGINE? The only common carrier steam locomotive 

on February 9 and 10 in operation in 
‘Northern California was, it is believed, Howard Terminal engine #6, 
2-6-2T. One segment of the S.P. system still has steam--the Nacozari 


Railroad, S.P. subsidiary in Mexico, operates a 3400, 2-8-0, when ever 
there is freight to be moved, 











An imposing array of new and 
unpublished photographs and other 
picture material will characterize 
a new pictorial monograph on the 
Virginia & Truckee and the Cason 
and Colorado entitled "STEAMCARS TO THE COMSTOCK" by Lucius Beebe and 
Charles Clegg which is scheduled for publication the latter part of 
March by the Howell-North Press. Contributions to the new book are 
credited to Gilbert Kneiss, Gerald Best, Jim Morley and Fred Jukes. 
The book will get the full luxury treatment of halftone and letter- 
press printing on 100 1b. coated stock eight by eleven pages. It 
will run approximately ninety pages and will probably be priced at 
$4.50 in the full cloth-bound edition. 
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KEY SYSTEM DEFIES PUG TRAIN ORDER 


The Key System has attack the conditions laid down by the State 
Utilities Commission for the abandonment of the transbay rail 
C service and refused to negotiate with the Toll Bridge authority 
on converting the Bridge Terminal in San Francisco for bus 
operation claiming that they could not legally spend money to improve 
public property. They in turn have requested permission to institute 
shuttle rail service between San Francisco and 40th and San Pablo. The 
matter is still pending before the commission, 
Meanwhile the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District has come into 
existance, but no report is available as to negotiations with the Key 
System to take over the property. = 


Abandonment of the Sacramento Northern from Lafayette into 
LU Oakland appears set for March 1 with the completion of the 
NORTHERN Union Street line of the Oakland Terminal Railroad. The I 
"last passenger run” was made January 13 by the 
Bay Area Electric using ex-SN 1005 and ex-SL&U 751 when 
maintenance on the portion to be abandoned ceased. The 
Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District made inquiry into 
the possibility of using the line for passenger service 
to Concord using either Key units or locomotive-drawn 
cars, but as of this writing it appears that nothing will come of it. 
High-light of recent weeks was a snow storm on the S.N. when the hills 
behind Berkeley were covered with snow for a short period. The port- 
ion East of Lafayette will remain in service and for the time being 
at least will be electric operati on. 
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with the San Francisco Board of Supervisors all-powerful finance 
committee approving appropriation of $614,064 to pay rental of 
66 cars from St Louis Transit under a 9-year lease plus another 
$95,920 for necessary track and wiring changes. The cars will 
replace the older "Iron Monsters" on the J, K, L, M and N lines at an 
expected saving of $500,000 annually in operation costs due to one-man 
Operation, 

Meanwhile with the end of the B and C lines the Geary Barn contains 
the unused non-door "Iron Monsters" which are being stripped for scrap- 
ping. Some are being transferred to Geneva Shops, others being left 
at Geary. The track on the outer B line is paved over in spots, but 
the track downtown is necessary to haul out the old cars. 

On the cable car field the California Street barn is shut down and 
cars have been transferred to the Mason barn. California Street is 
not operating pending a change in the cable to operate out of Mason 
Street and a moving of the sfot. So far as can be seen, nothing has 
been done so far on actual work so the "90-days" may be a lot longer 
than expected. 

The curves and trackwork for the new Powell-Hyde route appear to 
be close to completion, but no date for operation has been announced. 
The removal of the track on Jackson Street has been stopped by a law 
suit claiming | fraud in the election that approved the mis-named "save 
the cable car” charter amendment, Earlier suits have voided payment 
of funds to city press agents who master-minded the charter changes, 


4 The lease of 66 St Louis PCC cars is becoming closer to reality 
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: . The "Bay Area” Rapid Transit proposal has 
Rapid Transit been having rough days in hearings before 

the legislative committee due to a number 

of objectionable features of the proposed 
bill setting up the permanent body. The County Boards of Super- 
visors and most of the Cities of San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa 
Clara County have objected to the appointment of commissioners, 
simple majority voting of bonds, high property tax rate permitted, 
sales tax authorization and the apparent high cost of the plan as 
espoused by the present commission. They have proposed a "West 
Bay" Rapid Transit for the three counties to take over the present 
Southern Pacific operation on a revenue bond basis. 
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Examiner Says 2 Companies Have Same Boss 





PUC Hearing on Transit Battle Pe 2 J 


The hearings before the Oregon Public Utilities Commission 
on the Portland Traction-Rose City Transit vs "Transit 
Savers" continue with the two commonly owned companies still 
claiming to be separate operations and declining to exchange 
transfers between the interurban cars and busses. With the 
end of rail service downtown due to a bridge rebuilding project the 
commission had ordered a transfer system between the PT interurbans 
and the Rose City (ex-Portland Transit) busses, but the companies have 
refused at times to honor transfers. Portland Traction stands to 


sell the rail lines at a nice profit to one of the steam railroads 
if the passenger service can be discontinued. 


WESTERN LOGGING NOTES from Stan Borden, 


Fruit Growers Supply engines 102 and 104, both 2-8-0's, were sold 
early in November to be scrapped by National Steel & Iron at Oakland. 
Long Bell Lumber 3296 (2-8-2). 101 (2-8-2) and 4 (2-6-2) were shipped 
late in November to Pittsburg, but the #4 was later sold to Gene Autry 
and is scheduled to be shipped to his ranch near Newhall in Southern 
California. 

EASTBAY LUMBER COMPANY SAVES McCLOUD RIVER RR CABOOSE 


The Western Pine Supply Company, a wholesale distributor of lumber 
in Emeryville,has acquired a McCloud River Railroad caboose and fixed 
it up as a social room. They would like some photographs of railroad 
lumbering scenes of bygone years to hang in the car. Write: G. H. 
Griffin, Western Pine Supply Co., 5760 Shellmound, Emeryville 8, Cal. 


Where to Railfan in Northern California 


SUNDAY, MARCH 24 - Cal-Nevada's trip to Fresno behind Southern Pacific 


steam power southbound through Los Banos and return 
through Modesto and via Niles Canyon in both directions, Tickets at 
S.P. agencies. 

















SATURDAY, APRIL 6 - Bay Area Electric's trip to Sacramento using West- 
ern Pacific's Budd car to Stockton and Central 
California Traction diesel hauling a gon and ex-SL&U 751 observation 


over the CCT to Sacramento. Write to Addison Laflin, Jr., 2119 Marin 
Avenue, Berkeley 7, Calif. 


WEEKEND, APRIL 26-29 - Cal-Nevada's Nevada Northern trip leaving Friday 

night via Western Pacific to Shafter, Nevada, 
thence over Nevada Northern behind steam engine #40 to Ely. Returns 
very early Monday morning, Write to Arthur Lloyd, Jr., Western Pacific 
Railroad, 526 Mission Street, San Francisco, Calif.. 
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